
 
 

 

Aestus Therapeutics and Astellas Pharma Sign License Deal for Novel Chronic Pain Therapeutic 

North Brunswick, NJ – June 28, 2010 –   Aestus Therapeutics Inc announced today a license agreement with 

Astellas Pharma Inc. (Astellas; Tokyo, Japan) to provide Aestus with exclusive, world-wide rights to the Astellas 

product FK614.  Aestus will develop the product as ATx08-001, a novel, first-in-class therapeutic for the 
treatment of neuropathic pain.  The first clinical trial will start later this year.   

“We are pleased to enter into this agreement with Astellas to license FK614.  The extensive database of human 
safety studies on FK614 will enable a faster, more efficient process to bring a potential new therapy through the 
clinical investigations and to market to treat chronic pain,” stated Tage Honore, Ph.D., DSc, CEO and co-founder 
of Aestus.  “This therapy holds a vast potential to provide a new treatment option to the 39 million people who 
suffer from chronic pain globally.” 

Using their proprietary, systems biology engine for the analysis of genome-scale expression data, Aestus 
identified ATx08-001, a PPAR-gamma agonist with an unprecedented safety profile, as a potential therapeutic 
for the treatment of neuropathic pain. 

Aestus has already demonstrated that ATx08-001 is more effective than standard treatments in reversing pain 
behavior in pre-clinical neuropathic pain models.   

Aestus is preparing for clinical trials to test the efficacy of ATx08-001 in the treatment of post-herpetic neuralgia 
(PHN).   PHN is commonly defined as persistent pain following an outbreak of herpes zoster, or shingles.   
According to the National Institutes of Health, more than one million new cases of shingles are reported each 
year in the United States, many of which will lead to PHN. There is no effective treatment to relieve the lingering 
pain of PHN which is poorly managed by current drugs.  Neuropathic pain is also a common complication of 
cancer, diabetes, viral infections, and other diseases.  
  
About Aestus Therapeutics, Inc.  
Aestus Therapeutics Inc. is a translational medicine company focused on serious neurological diseases. 
Capitalizing on genomic data analysis to discover novel links between these diseases and well-studied biological 
pathways, Aestus identifies drug candidates in clinical Phase 1 or later. By developing these drugs in novel 
disease areas such as chronic pain, ALS and schizophrenia, Aestus greatly reduces the time, cost and risk 
required to deliver better and safer medicines for the benefit of patients and society. 
www.aestustherapeutics.com  
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